:; TO promote the estabhshment of speC|aI protectlon. = ;
- areas for natural n|ght skies and to honor exceptional
commrtment to preservat|on of 'darkness, the

Internatronal Dark Sky Assomann (IDA) created a

_ :certlflcatlon program. in 2006 for parks and similar |
: publlc lands. Parks must meet standards’relating to-
-.,outdoorllghtlng educat|on and leadership. Another
' program | to certify’ Dark Sky Reserves is underway that =

We have an opportunrty to ldentlfy Iandscapes that
have preserved night sky . quallty either through

- dedicated effort or-geographic accident. These spaces
-~ .heed not have pristine skies, but should at least haves
* an inspiratiopal qualrty relative to the population they

serve, These areas should also demonstrate best design
_and management of outdoor I|ght|ng should engage,
" the surroundlng communlty, and should be a Ieader in_-

|DSP Requlrements

l by the lnte rnatlonal Iark SkY

Internatlonal Dark Sky Parks are lntended

. tor shelter many aspects of the nrght Jncludrng
: ."astronomy, cultural 3|gn|frcance ecolog|cal mtegrity
'f witderness, and: scenic values.. They must be publlcly

aned and offer at least limited publlc access at nlght.
_Parks over 50,000 ha may. designate a portlon of the
park for an. IDSP. Nommatron is done in.concert between
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lark Sky Reserves 3%

Extendmg thlS GOI’]C@pt to Iarger tracts of S |

~“land that are a mix of public and private ownership is 2.
the |dea beh|nd International Dark Sky Reserves a DSRs).

*_This:is currently- being: formulated using the night sky Ee :

protectfon “efforts in Mont—Megantlc Quebec Canada,
and experlences in other parts of the world. It is
eXpected to be cornpleted m September 2007

S will emphasize a stronger connect|on with. surroundrng e preservatlon of nocturnal habltat

% comrnunlt|es and rncorporate 4 larger area AR 2 Bl R T the park administration and IDA members. Other publlc, ' _

g lD,SRs WI|| accompﬁsh the; protectlon and restoratlon - B

: ChadW|ck Moore US Nat|onal Park Servrce nght Sky Team PO
" Box 640201 Bryce Utah 84764 USA' Chad Moore@nps gov . -

Chloé Legris: AstroLab du Mont-'l\/legant|c Parc Natlonal du Mont— Rt

* Mégantic, Quebec Canada X

'Chr|st|an Lugmbuhl us Naval Observatory, Flagstaff Stat|on 10391 = :
"~ West Naval Observatory_Road Flagstaff Arlzona 86001 USA =

cbl@nofs navy m|I

~Ralph Jones: US Nat|onal Park Serwce Natural Bndges Nat|onal_ .
- Monument, HC- 60.. Box 1; Lake Powell Utah 84533 USA-
* '-.Ralph Jones@nps gov S 3

_Angela R|chman US Natlonal Park Sennce Bryce (;anyon Natlonal.-- ol
~ Park, PO Box 640201 Bryce uT 84764 USA. Ang|e Rlchman@nps gov-_ -

ok Dan Dunscoe US Nat.lonal Park Servrce N|ght 'Sky Team ‘PO Box -
'579 Death Valley, Calrforma 9232‘8 USA. Dan, Durlscoe@nps gov

.K|m Patten Internatronal Dark Sky Assomatron 3225 North F|rst'

What if pristine dark skies were lost as a common human experience?
If we cannot remind people what a natural night is like, how can we
expect to change the tide of light pollution? Image by USNPS, Dan
Duriscoe, Death Valley National Park, California, USA.

Avenu-e TucSon Arlzona 85719 USA krm@darksk org.;_:

: Numerous preserves have been self—declared by
"_'var|ous organlzat|ons These ploneerrng efforts are to.
~be applauded but ‘there: is now a need to prowde
"'_mrmmum cnterra for such desrgnatlons ‘and to. fully
- _exercise the beneflts that .such areas can prowde
-. Add|t|onally, desrgnatlon of a sanctuary alone.is often :
: inadequate protectlon W|thout actlvely sharing this
~ resource with the’ genral publlc and sustalnlng
2 comprehenswe educatlon- on ‘the effects fol} art|f|C|aI

In 2006 the Internatronal Dark-SIq Assouatlon approved
a certlflcat|on process for Internatlonal Dark S‘ky Parks -

_ (IDSP): This worldwide umbrella organization is an ideal.- <

“body to promote and certify. these sanctuanes"
darkness ln March 2007 the ﬂrst park to' >0

v A
Roi e -

Yoo~

- N
- ; ir: = a0
Ny &y

gt ’-‘M_ "

in the US National Park Service system, having no visible light pollution,
limiting magnitude 7
skies, and clear
transparent air. It has
retrofitted most of its
outdoor lights and
actively interprets night
sky scenery to the
100,000 annual
visitors. Image by Wally
Pacholka.

Quantitative data by the USNPS Night Sky
Team demonstrates that the sky is virtually
pristine, with barely discernable light domes
(bottom and left) detected by the CCD
camera and better than 22.0 magnitudes
per square arc second brightness at the
zenith in V band.

2 A comprehensrve outdoor llghtlng

v T : b “‘\‘f\,\;._.
Natural Bridges National Monument is one of the da S

* parts of the USA, including

‘_Iands are also ellglble such as. monuments nverways

lr'-W|Iderness areas forests refuges or hlstorlc sites, 2

These general requrrements must be satlsfled;as!,.',.d
u-,'dqcumented in. the nomlnatlon subn‘n._, lon

dlctates n|ght sky- fnendly -flxtur.e ma&
1I1um|nat|on andwhen not toli
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IDSPs levels based on observed or measured sky quality:

Gold— Near natural conditions, limiting magnitude
of 6.8, and Bortle Class 3.

Silver— Exemplary night sky showing most of the
features of a natural sky, limiting magnitude 6, and
Bortle Class 4-5

Bronze (minimum)— Night sky quality relatively better
than the population it serves. The Milky'Way must be
visible, limiting magnitude 5, and Bortle Class 5-6.

IDSPs are suitable in many

the margins of east coast
urbanization. Sky quality
Is differentiated by
certification at the Gold,
Silver, or Bronze level.
Image by Cinzano et Al.

night skies ‘through a comprehensive program of
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A Broaader Vision

Dark Sky

Communities
Reserve

Dark Sky Park |

One can envision afuture

where the caring, protection, and restoration of starlight
is inspired by the broadcasting of these harbors of
darkness. Just as the idea of a national park has focused
environmental awareness and understanding one’s
relationship to the planet, International Dark Sky Parks
and Reserves can likewise do the same for the protection
and understanding of night and all that darkness in
turn protects.

The established International Dark Sky Community
program of the IDA, and the new IDSP and IDSR
programs can work together to orchestrate the change
needed to keep dark skies part of our common heritage.

Background image of Great Basin National Park, Nevada, USA by US National Park Service, Dan Duriscoe
layout by Chad Moore
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